Mass Lobby of the Scottish Parliament by the Save Our Herbs campaign       www.saveourherbs.co.uk 
To highlight the need for Statutory Regulation of Traditional Medicine Practitioners and make all MSPs aware of the issues surrounding the impending changes to legislation. 
· The issues

· The Department of Health is running a Consultation to find out whether people think that traditional medicine practitioners should be regulated, or not.
 This considers Practitioners of Acupuncture, Herbal Medicine, Traditional Chinese Medicine and Other Traditional Medicine Systems Practiced in the UK
· It will have important consequences and will determine the level of your constituents’ access to herbal medicine in the future.
· After April 2011 under the new E.U. Directive THMPD you will only be able to buy licensed herbal remedies.
 Any other herbal preparations will have to be obtained from a herbalist. 
· However, the herbalist will only be able to supply some of these if they are considered “authorised healthcare professionals” 

· In order to achieve this, statutory regulation (SR) is required.

· After almost 10 years of work towards this, the UK Government is now considering lesser forms of regulation.

· These will not be sufficient to ensure access to the wide range of traditional medicines currently used by Traditional Medicine Practitioners.
· The regulation of new professions is a matter devolved to the Scottish Government.
 
· How this will affect the public
· Without SR 

· They will only have access to licensed herbal remedies of which there are very few
.
· Their freedom of choice in accessing the medical tradition they wish is compromised.
· They may seek access, via the internet, to poor quality products thus compromising safety.
· With SR

· They will have access to both over-the-counter licensed herbal remedies and to a wide range of prescription herbs.
· They will also know their practitioner is properly trained, up-to-date and operating to a strict code of ethics. 
· How this will affect practitioners
· Without SR 

· They will not be able to provide their patients with medicines made up by third party manufacturers.
· Without access to the full range of medicines and prescription services they will be unable to practice effectively and may go out of business.

· With SR

· They will be able to commission medicines made up by third party manufacturers. 
· They can maintain access to the full range of medicines they have been trained to use.

· How this will affect businesses
· Without SR
· the market will collapse and they will go out of business

· With SR

· They will be able to continue supplying quality assured, batch controlled herbal medicines to GMP standards to Traditional Medicine Practitioners.
· Other points to note
· The prospective regulators, the Health Professions Council is in favour of SR

· The Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Health is in favour of SR

· A comprehensive set of links to all of the relevant reports and consultation papers can be obtained from European Herbal & Traditional Medicine Practitioners Association’s website
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